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REVERSING THE MISSISSIPPI premieres on AMERICA REFRAMED
A film by lan Midgley

Tuesday, April 12, 2016 at 8 p.m.
on Public Television’s WORLD Channel

AMERICA REFRAMED
www.facebook.com/AmericaReFramed
Twitter: @americareframed #americareframed

“Midgley’s new film... tells the story of two men—scientist-inventor Marcin Jakubowski and
teacher Nat Turner—united by a passion for expanding access to economic opportunity.
— Anna Bergren Miller, Shareable

March 22, 2016 — (New York, NY) — lan Midgley’s documentary REVERSING THE
MISSISSIPPI will have its U.S. television premiere Tuesday, April 12, 2016, at 8

p.m. on WORLD Channel (check local listings), as part of the fourth season of
AMERICA REFRAMED, public media’s newest documentary series hosted by Natasha
Del Toro. The film will be available for free streaming on www.worldchannel.org
starting April 13, 2016.

When filmmaker lan Midgley turned 25, he put all his belongings in storage, bought a
camera and started traveling across the country looking for people who were creating
their own realities and leading a purposeful life. Optimistic and believing in the
possibility of change, he takes himself on an American road trip to meet people
choosing to live by their own strongly-held values.

Through word-of-mouth, Midgley learns about farmer and social innovator Marcin
Jakubowski; a Ph.D. in fusion physics, he became dissatisfied with the consumer
lifestyle and turned to the earth to become a farmer and social innovator.

As the founder of Open Source Ecology, Jakubowski is the creator of the Global
Village Construction Set through which he offers free and replicable blueprints to
fabricate everything needed for a self-sustaining village. At Jakubowski's “Factor e
Farm” in rural Missouri, he puts those ideas to the test.
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While his ideas attract interns and volunteers from across the U.S., they ultimately
feel under-appreciated and uninspired as they toil day and night in meager
conditions.

Midgley’s travels also take him to New Orleans, where he spends a few life-changing
weeks with former NYC schoolteacher Nat Turner. Turner drove a school bus to New
Orleans with a dream of healing the Lower 9th Ward after Hurricane Katrina and
gained national attention for transforming an abandoned grocery store into a
community youth education center called Our School Blair Grocery.

Turner teaches kids to sell vegetables and how to work the land. He also infuses a
contagious love of learning—getting students excited about English, science, math
and social studies because it’s not just a classroom; it’s a learning sanctuary.
However, Turner does not have many resources and works with small and broken
farm equipment. The educator laments as he thinks deeply about all the work he and
the teens still have to do, “The work that we are doing is like trying to reverse the
flow of the Mississippi River."

The filmmaker then asks: if these two men meet might they be able to make real
change? Jakubowski, the visionary inventor could help change the world vis-a-vis his
technology, but if he can’t motivate people, can he accomplish his goals? And Turner
desperately needs affordable, easy-to-fix equipment. When Jakubowski meets the
charismatic educator, he finally encounters a mentor who can inspire and challenge
him to become a stronger and better leader.

Midgley depicts both men and their dreams, along with their shortcomings and
strengths, and hopes that “viewers will be able to relate to the universal qualities that
bind people in relationship to community, to the earth and to each other.”

Film Credits

Director/Producer: lan Midgley

Executive Producer: Christina Heller

Producers: D.J. Turner, Siku Thompson, Drew Barnett-Hamilton

About AMERICA REFRAMED

AMERICA REFRAMED is a co-production of the WORLD Channel and American
Documentary, Inc. and is hosted by journalist Natasha Del Toro.
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Season 4 of AMERICA REFRAMED curates a diverse selection of films highlighting
innovative and artistic approaches to storytelling from emerging and veteran
filmmakers alike. Viewers will be immersed in personal stories from the streets of
towns big and small to the exurbs and country roads that span the spectrum of
American life. The documentaries invite audiences to reflect on topics as varied as
culture, healthcare, politics, gun violence, religion and more. Several episodes
feature a roundtable discussion moderated by host Natasha Del Toro with special
guest commentators and filmmakers.

In 2015, AMERICA REFRAMED won a GRACIE Outstanding Series award, and was
nominated for an EMMY award as well as an Independent Documentary Association
award for best curated series. In its first season, AMERICA REFRAMED received five
2013 CINE Golden Eagle Awards, and one Imagen Awards nomination.

AMERICA REFRAMED Series Credits

Executive Producers:  Justine Nagan, Chris Hastings, Chris White
Series Producer: Carmen L. Vicencio
Host: Natasha Del Toro

Web and Social Media

AMERICA REFRAMED can be accessed online via
http://worldchannel.org/programs/america-reframed/
and,

https://www.facebook.com/WorldChannel
https://www.facebook.com/AmericaReFramed

@worldchannelPTV
@americareframed
@ndeltoro

AMERICA REFRAMED Co-Producers

American Documentary, Inc. (AmDoc) is a multimedia arts organization dedicated
to creating, identifying and presenting contemporary stories that express opinions
and perspectives rarely featured in mainstream media outlets. AmDoc is a catalyst
for public culture, developing collaborative strategic engagement activities around
socially relevant content on television, online and in community settings. These
activities are designed to trigger action, from dialogue and feedback to educational
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opportunities and community participation. AmDoc is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit
organization. For more information, visit: www.amdoc.org

The WORLD Channel delivers the best of public television’s nonfiction, news and
documentary programming, including original content by and about diverse
communities, to U.S. audiences through local public television stations and
streaming online at worldchannel.org. WORLD reached 35.8 million unique viewers
18+ last year (55% adults 18-49) and over-indexes in key diversity demographics.
Online, the WORLD Channel expands on broadcast topics and fuels dialogue across
social media, providing opportunities for broad and diverse audience interaction.

WORLD is programmed by WGBH/Boston, in partnership with American Public
Television and WNET/New York, and in association with PBS and National
Educational Telecommunications Association. Funding for the WORLD Channel is
provided by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, the Ford Foundation, The John
D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation and the Kendeda Fund. For more
information about The WORLD Channel, visit www.worldchannel.org

Media Contact
Journalists and reviewers may contact Neyda Martinez at 917 656 7846 or via email
at neyda@amdoc.org for interviews and special requests.
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